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"I say it is not your pride that you are a Madarasi,
it is not your Pride that you are a Brahmin,
it is not your Pride that you belong to South India,
it is not your Pride that you are a Hindu,
that it is your Pride that you are an Indian" 





  

 
 

 
 

 
 


   
   
 Sarojini Naidu Quotes with Message  - Source : feedingtrends.com
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THE THREE WOMEN WHO INFLUENCED NON-VIOLENT HERO POTTI SRIRAMULU
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IMPACTFUL OF WOMEN AS FIRST TEACHER IN INDIAN
FREEDOM MOVEMENT - A REWIEW

Dr. Dhananjaya Reddy,  Assistant Professor of Mathematics, Government Degree College, Karvetinagaram
 Dr.S.K. Rushma,  Assistant Professor of Mathematics, Government Degree College, Vedurukuppam

 Abstract: The role of women as teacher especially mothers, have been described as highly essential architects
to nation building. They have been charged to fully utilize their innate talents, harness them while raising their
children and contribute positively to the growth of their homes, communities and the society at large. The
women teachers shape the personality and character of their students and through them the fate and future of
the nation. The sacrifice made by the women in India will occupy the foremost place. They fought with true
spirit of patriotism, courage and faced various tortures, exploitation and hardships to earn us freedom. This
paper presents some review about the impact role and contribution of women as first teacher of anyone in
freedom struggle movement for independence with the essence of patriotism.

Key words:  architects, freedom struggle, nation, patriotism, first teacher

Introduction: Women as first teacher of any person, plays a vital role in freedom struggle movement as a
writer, as a motivator, as a supporter, with sacrifice , bravery, dynamic leadership etc  to strengthen their
communities.  Women have a right to equal participation on par with men in any field.

Women in freedom struggle movement: Women participation in the freedom struggle began before 1817.
Bhima Bai Holkar fought against the British Colonel Malcolm in guerilla warfare and defeated him.
Chennamma the widowed queen of Raja Malla Sarja fought against the mighty British army to annex her
kingdom Kittore, a tiny principality in the present Belgaum District of Karnataka and got initial success.

Lakshmi Bai of Rani of Jhansi the second wife of Jhansi Raja Gangadhar Rao protested against the
‘Doctrine of Lapse’. She refused to surrender Jhansi and fought bravely attired as a male during the Revolt of
1857 and died in the battle field. Her courage inspired many Indians to rise against the British rule.

Hazrat Mahal Begum actively took part in the revolt of 1857 against the Doctrine of Lapse when Dalhousie
wanted her to surrender Lucknow.

Kasturba, the wife of Mahatma Gandhi, the first women to be imprisoned in Transvaal, she took part in the
Quit India Movement in 1942 and was arrested. She died while imprisoned in Poona.

Swarup Rani Nehru, the mother of Jawaharlal Nehru, cheerfully gave her husband and children to the
country’s cause and herself participated in many freedom struggle movements. Kamala Nehru, wife of
Jawaharlal Nehru participated in various freedom movements such as Civil Disobedience etc also played a
prominent role in organizing the No Tax Campaign in the United Provinces which is now in Uttar Pradesh.

Vijay Laxmi Pandit, the sister of Jawaharlal Nehru participated in Non- Cooperation Movement and
imprisoned thrice in the Civil Disobedience Movement in 1932, 1941 and 1942. She was elected to the
provincial legislature of the United Provinces in 1937 and was designated minister of local self government
and public health. She played prominent role as India’s representative in San Francisco during the first meeting
of the UN and challenged the might of the British. She was the first woman to become the President of the
United Nations General Assembly.

Indira Gandhi, the daughter of Jawaharlal Nehru; at the age of 13 years organized a ‘Monkey Army’
comprising of young teenagers with intention to fight for the independence. She was joined Congress in 1938
and imprisoned for 13 months in 1942.
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Sarojini Naidu was responsible for awakening the women of India in Freedom movement. She was the first
woman President of the Indian National Congress in 1925 at the Kanpur Sessions. In 1930, when Gandhi
was arrested; Sarojini took the helms of his movement. In 1931, she participated in the Round Table Summit,
along with Gandhiji and Pundit Malavyaji. She was  the acting President of the Congress in 1932. She was
arrested during the ‘Quit India’ and  popularly known as the Nightingale of India for a gifted poet of the
English language

Padmaja Naidu, the daughter Sarojini Naidu at the age of 21 became the joint founder of the Indian National
Congress of Hyderabad and spread the message of “Khadi” and inspired people to boycott foreign goods.
She was jailed for taking part in the “Quit India” movement in 1942. She was associated with the Red Cross
and her service to the nation and especially her humanitarian approach will long be remembered

Aruna Asaf Ali played a leading role during the Quit Indian Movement. She was editor for  ‘Inquilab’ a
monthly journal of the Indian National Congress. She was awarded Bharat Ratna.

Madam Bhikaji Cama who was influenced by Dadabhai Naoroji andbecome a source of inspiration for
Indian youth in the UK. She unfurled the first National Flag at the International Socialist Conference in Stuttgart,
Germany in 1907 and organized Free India Society and began the journal “Bande Mataram” to spread
revolutionary thought. She was the first cultural representative of USA”.

Kalpana Dutta the prominent woman revolutionary leader influenced by the revolutionary idea of Surya Sen
and joined the Chittagong armory raids.

Rani Gaidineliu, the Naga nationalist woman leader from Manipur took over the Naga nationalists’ movement
against the British. She was active during the Civil Disobedience Movement in Manipur. She was arrested in
1932 and released after Indian Independence. “Rani of the Nagas” the popular title was bestowed by Jawaharlal
Nehru for her influence and work for the Nagas.

Sucheta Kriplani, the ardent nationalist with socialistic orientation with a close associate of Jai Prakash
Narayany was participated in Quit India Movement. This St Stephen’s educated politician sang Vande Mataram
in the independence session of the Constituent Assembly on August 15, 1947.

Raj Kumari Amrit Kaur, the close follower of Gandhiji from 1919 was  actively participated in Salt Satyagraha
and the Quit India Movement. She became the first Health Minister in Post- Independent India.

Smt Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay   the  elected President of the Youth Congress in December 1929 and
appealed to the National Congress leaders to declare “Poorna Swaraj” as their goal. She captured the
imagination of the entire nation in On January 26, 1930 and clung to the Tricolor in order to protect it. Blows
rained on her as she stood like a rock to protect the flag, bleeding profusely.

Foreign women in Freedom Movement:  Beside the hundreds and thousands of Indian women who
dedicated their lives for India’s freedom, there were many foreign women who saw in India a hope for the
redemption of the world.

 Sister Nivedita disciple of Swami Vivekananda was an Irish lady named Miss Margaret Nobel arrived in
India in January, 1898 in search of truth and propagated for the cause of India throughout America and
Europe; attended the Benares Congress Session in 1905 and supported the Swadeshi Movement.

Annie Besant, the Irish by birth was a supporter of India’s for freedom struggle. In 1916, she founded the
Home Rule League in Madras. She was also founded the Theosophical Society of India. She was the President



 304

  
ISSN 2457-0796 UGC Care List  Approved Journals

of Indian National Congress at Calcutta in 1917. She also edited ‘New India’ and ‘Commonwealth’. India
always remembers the gratefulness of  Annie Besant’s immeasurable work for the freedom struggle, educational
advancement and social reforms.

Mira Alphonse, known as the ‘Mother’ was born in Paris in 1878; came to India in 1914 and met Shri
Aurobindo. She was the inspirer of Auroville played an important role in motivating women like Annie Besant
and Nellie Sen Gupta; also contributed to enrich India’s age-old heritage and culture.

Madeliene Slade in England, she was named Mira Behn by Mahatma Gandhi who was a close disciple
and associate and accompanied with Gandhiji to Round Table Conference. Katherine Mary Heilaman,
named Sarla Behn by Mahatma Gandhi was a great social worker and set up an Ashram at Kausali in the
Kumaon Hills of Uttarakhand. She went from village to village for helping the families of political prisoners.
She authored a book  ‘Reviving Our Dying Planet’.

Conclusion: On the auspicious occasion Azadi ka Amrit Mahostav of our country it will be most befitting
on our part to pay our respectable homage to all those brave daughters of Mother India and to those noble
and courageous both Indian & foreign women who fought and contributed enormously to the success of our
freedom struggle and all other nation building activities. Let present Women Community get inspired on this
occasion.

References:
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WOMEN IN INDEPENDENCE TELUGU LITERATURE IN INDIA: A STUDY
Dr. C. Venkatakrishnaiah, Dept. of Zoology, Dr. A. Devaki, Dept. of Commerce, Mr. SaiVenkatesh Korlam  Dept. of Botany,

Government Degree College, Puttur,  Cell :  9866212456

INTRODUCTION
Telugu women’s literature began to break through the traditional bounds limiting it to religious realm.

The traditional literary interpretation of women’s role and status in society began to be seriously questioned
during the post- independence period, particularly in the 1960s. Several complex and interactive factors have
brought about these changed perceptions of the role of women in society. Gender bias has been intrinsic to
these re-articulations of social and imaginative life in which Telugu women writers played an important role.
Women’s work, published from the forties through the nineties, document the many faceted and often
contradictory configuration of our nation, state and region as part of their efforts to reshape them on many
levels. Literature, as created by Telugu women has been a window that enables us to peer into their many
areas of knowledge, expertise and creativity since its inception.

Telugu Women at the time of the National Struggle for Independence
During the struggle for Indian Independence, Gandhiyan and Left wing politics played a crucial role in

mobilizing women and provided them with opportunities to enter the spotlight in the public sphere. Equality for
women was one of the central objectives of the Gandhian political programme and his emphasis on (power of
women or women empowered) urged women to come out in large numbers to participate in the struggle for
freedom. It is ironic that the seed for the idea of women participating in the nationalist movement gained
momentum and support among the masses due to commonly held beliefs on the nature of women as essentially
self-sacrificing, which ideally suited the non-violent protest. “Stree Shakti”

Literature played a significant role in India’s freedom struggle. More and more Telugu women also
began to join the struggle and employed literature for patriotic purposes. With the passage of time as the
freedom movement began to attract larger sections of people and the demand for freedom become more
insistent, literature strengthened the growing idealism of people. With the inspiration of freedom struggle and
movement of reformation, Telugu women writers contributed to various contemporary magazines, newspapers,
books and other publications to inspire the people to fight against the British.2

Role and rights in independent India: Literary feminism was concerned with the politics of women’s
authorship and the representation of women’s condition through and in literature. In an attempt to capture
these traditions, challenges and juxtapositions unique to women, many writings during this period and through
the past have deviated from traditional men’s approach to literature. This has helped develop a female tradition
of writing that does not leave room for interpretation in a way that it could be lost or ignored by the male point
of view. Above all, it will resist the prejudice in literature and highlight the fact that literature, as created by
Telugu women has been a window that enables us to peer into their many areas of knowledge, struggles,
expertise and creativity since its inception.

The contribution of the following Telugu women writers to the freedom struggle and their impact will
be explored:
 Tallapragada Viswasundaramma :  She is a well-known Telugu poetess and wrote a number of poems to
inspire the freedom fighters. She was arrested and sent to jail for participating in the nationalist movement. Her
poems brought to light the problems faced by female freedom fighters who were arrested and sent to the jail.
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Desiraju Bharathi Devi: She was a freedom fighter and a writer. She participated in the Swadeshi movement
and used simple Telugu poems to propagate the principles of Mahatma Gandhi to the Telugu women and
people.

Many other women writers like Veluvolu Vasantha Devi, P. Seetharamamma, Devulapalli
Satyavathamma,  Oleti Nitya Kalyanamma, J.Kameswari, Jnanamba, Inaganti Ratnamma, Paruchuri
Bhuvaneswari, Annapurnadevi, etc., who published patriotic literature in the contemporary magazines and
papers regularly as Jailu Gadiyaramu, etc.

CONCLUSION
The consolidation of the status of English both locally and globally as the language of power has

further accentuated the asymmetry between source and target languages and between endotropic and exotropic
translations. There are today more translations into Telugu of a wide variety of texts, but most of them are
from one single language, English. Arguably, translation in Telugu has ceased to be a process of negotiation
and has become merely a product of total surrender. There are three viewpoints in which this literature can be
reexamined. Reinterpreting the roles of women not as passive participants, rather as activists with courage
and determination leading to the change in women’s status throughout our civilization. Women’s literature
during the past decade that has been categorized as feministic writings  reflecting the struggle of women for
equality including private aspects of life that were considered unqualified for public discourse historically.
Through these areas of focus, this project will explore, document, and disseminate the role of Telugu women’s
literature and its evolution as an integral part of Indian culture and its transformation.
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1. T. Vijay Kumar (2016), “Translation as Negotiation: The Making of Telugu Language and Literature”

Translation Today Vol.10, Issue-I, June 2016
2. The report of the teugu novel “Role and Status of Women as Reflected in Literature Created by

Telugu Women”, pp-1-10, 958durga@gmail.com





  
ISSN 2457-0796 UGC Care List  Approved Journals

 307

Impact of  Women Writers in Indian National Struggle
S. Padmavathi, Mr. Sai Venkatesh Korlam, Dr. J. Koteswara Rao
Dept. of Botany, Government Degree College, Puttur, Cell no, 9866212456

Abstract : India’s Freedom Struggle against the British was a historic moment and Women Freedom Fighters
played an important role in the freedom struggle. These female freedom fighters broke age-old customs and
came to the front to fight for our freedom. Many female freedom fighters are unsung and have never been
recognized for their efforts. Women’s participation in the freedom struggle comes with struggle, courage, and
spirit. Female fighters who joined the national movement came from different parts of Society and women
writers played an integral part in the movement. This article focuses on the impact of women writers, especially
Sarojini Naidu in the Indian Freedom Struggle.

Keywords: India National Struggle, Women writers, National movement.

Introduction: India’s Freedom Struggle against the British was a union of numerous regional struggles and
national movements. India attained independence on 15th August 1947 after almost a century-long freedom
struggle. Countless Freedom Fighters of India fought their way through years of struggle to help India become
free and independent. Their contribution and sacrifices paved new life into the freedom struggle and helped
bring forward the revolution that ultimately resulted in India’s Independence.

In Parallel to the sacrifice made by the men in India’s freedom struggle, women were an integral part
of the struggle. Women of India displayed endless courage and faced many troubles, exploitations, and tortures
on their path to the struggle for Independence. However, their lives, struggles, and contributions to the movement
are never recognized when compared to the men of the movement. Also, their names are rarely heard during
the discussions of the independence movement. Woman’s participation in India’s freedom struggle started as
early as 1817. Bhima Bai Holkar fought against British Colonel Malcolm and defeated him in guerrilla warfare.
Women from all walks of life came forward with a pen or sword to help India get its freedom from oppressive
British rule. They continued to contribute to the movement through military leadership, political leadership,
and social activism.

There were hundreds of women who fought side by side with their male counterparts. They fought
with true spirit and courage. The Indian women got out of their traditional restrictions, home-oriented roles,
and responsibilities. So, the participation of women in the freedom struggle and National awakening is simply
incredible and praiseworthy. However, it is not easy for women to fight as warriors in the dominating male
society. It is the path forward, the respect earned, and the belief that women are as much capable of standing
up for themselves, demanding freedom, and being willing to pay any price for it that made them face numerous
hardships.

Art and literature played an important role in India’s freedom struggle. It played an important role in
evoking the emotions of the people of the country. It influenced people through paintings of the conflicts
between Indian and British soldiers, portraying brutalities enforced on the common man due to their colonial
rule. People were also enlightened by singing and writing nationalistic poetries, plays, and stories. Fiction and
poetry were used for patriotic purposes and to create a nationalist movement. Writers and poets used literature,
poetry, and speech as a tool to spread awareness against the atrocities by the British on Indians and to
provoke the thought of freedom to encourage people to fight for the country.
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Literature was used as a tool of propaganda and Newspapers made people not only socially and
politically aware but also unite them for one common cause. Even the small Pamphlets written and distributed
locally across India had provided critical information which served as propaganda against the British rule.
Every single person in the nation was united as a strong force which led to a silent criticism of colonial
atrocities by the British.

“A country’s greatness lies in its undying ideals of love and sacrifice that inspire the mothers
of the race.”

Sarojini Naidu

Women leaders and authors like Begum Rokeya and Sarojini Naidu promoted the involvement of
Indian women in the freedom struggle and encouraged their participation in national politics through their
writings. Sarojini Naidu, also known as the Nightingale of India, was an exceptional poet, writer, freedom
fighter, and great speaker of her time.

Sarojini Naidu was born in Hyderabad on the 13th of February 1879 to eminent linguist Aghornath
Chattopadhyay and his wife Barada Sundari Devi, a Bengali poetess. Her father was also one of the first
members of the Indian National Congress in Hyderabad.

Sarojini Naidu has written poems on a variety of themes such as children, nature, patriotism, and love
and death. Her poems were full of imagery and emotions and are noted for their sensuous imagination, words,
and lyrical quality. She expressed the life and events of modern India through her poetry. Some of her major
works include - ‘The Golden Threshold’ (1905), ‘The Bird of Time (1912), and ‘The Broken Wing’ (1917).

She joined the freedom struggle after the partition of Bengal in 1905. She happened to meet Gopal
Krishna Gokhale and came in contact with other prominent leaders like Annie Basant, who was also a feminist,
Jawaharlal Nehru, Rabindra Nath Tagore, etc. It was Gopal Krishna Gokhale who urged her to use her
intellect for the welfare of India. So, Sarojini took a break from writing and became active in the struggle for
freedom.

In the year 1916, she fought for the rights of farmers in Champaran, Bihar, and was jailed by the
British. During 1915–1918, she travelled to different regions in India delivering lectures on social welfare,
women’s empowerment, and nationalism. She also helped to establish the Women’s Indian Association (WIA)
in 1917. In 1925, she presided over the annual session of the Indian National Congress at Kanpur.

She played a leading role during Civil disobedience and was jailed. With exceptional courage, she
addressed agitated meetings on the massacre of Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar. In1930, during Salt satyagraha,
she led women protesters at the Dharsana salt work. When Gandhi was imprisoned, Sarojini gathered 2000
supporters to attack Dharsana Saltworks and her stories became exceptional. In 1942, she was arrested
during the “Quit India movement”. She travelled across India and delivered a lecture on women’s empowerment
and nationalism. She was also closely associated with the formation of the women’s India Association and
accompanied the women’s voting rights delegation to London.

Sarojini Naidu was one of the formers of the Indian Constitution. She became the Governor of the
United Provinces in 1947, becoming the first woman to hold the office of Governor in the Dominion of India.
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Conclusion:
Indian women though primarily meant to be sensitive, they shouldered critical responsibilities in India’s

struggle for freedom. They exposed a great sense of valor, braveness, and determination in fighting against the
Britishers and even went to jail. They held public meetings, organized picketing of shops selling foreign alcohol
and articles, sold Khadi, and actively participated in National Movements. Women writers like Sarojini Naidu
inspired reformatory spirit, sociological motive, and nationalistic aspirations among the people of India, and
were also successful in making their voices heard by the rest of the world too, against the colonial rule of India.
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A RAY OF HOPE FOR DEPRESSED LIVES-SAVITRIBAI PHULE
   Mr. Pavuluri.Hanumantha Rao, Lecturer in Economics, Visvodaya Govt.Degree College, Venkatagiri, Tirupati Dt.

“We shall overcome and success will be ours in the future.
The future belongs to us”.

- Savitribai Phule

“Without education, wisdom was lost;
Without wisdom, morals were lost;

Without morals, development was lost;
Without development, wealth was lost;

Without wealth, the Shudras were ruined;
So much has happened through lack of education.”

-Mahatma Jyothirao Phule

Introduction: I will never forget that day. He asked to be my companion. I am illiterate I cannot understand
what can I do?  But, my eyes have been full of brightness of his words. He wants my help, he respects me, i
want to say again and again with him. Settjee, I am your own. From that day till died, she was followed
Phule’s ideology. She impact on the liberation of the Indian woman has been spectacular and significant. One
of the earliest crusaders of education for girls, and dignity for the most vulnerable sections of society - Dalits,
women and widows, Savitribai broke all the traditional shackles of 19th century India to herald a new age of
thinking. She can be legitimately hailed as the mother of Indian Feminism. She is considered an icon of the
Dalit Mang caste along with the likes of B. R. Ambedkar and Annabhau Sathe. She campaigned against
untouchability and was active in eradicating caste and gender based discrimination. Savitribai Phule was a
trailblazer in providing education for girls and for ostracized portions of society. She became the first female
teacher in India (1848) and opened a school for girls with her husband, Jyotirao Phule. Savitribai Phule was
a prominent Indian social reformer, educator and poet who played a key role in women’s education and
empowerment in the nineteenth century. During that period, Savitribai along with her husband Jyotirao Phule
was credited with establishing the first girls’ school in Pune at Bhide Wada. She did much for the education
and emancipation of child widows, campaigned against child marriage and sati prata and advocated for
widow remarriage.

Savitribai Phule – Birth: Savitribai Phule was born in 3 January 1831, at Naigaon, khandala taluk, Satara
district in Maharashtra state. Savitribai at the age of nine, married with 12 years Jyothirao Phule in Pune in
1840. Impressed by her thirst for learning, Jyotirao Phule, her husband, then, taught her to read and write,
little knowing that this would lay the foundation for a whole new chapter in Indian history. In times when
women were treated no better than the cattle at home, Savitribai Phule earned the distinction of being the first
Indian woman to become a teacher. For this she undertook training at Ms. Farar’s Institution at Ahmednagar
and in Ms. Mitchell’s school in Pune.

Savitribai Phule – Education Movement: Education can eliminate these discriminations. That’s it - that
education should be our priority. We should educate the people of the oppressed communities. We should
make them educated. Savitribai Phule is the first person who comes to mind when we talk about the education
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and development of girls in our country. Savitribai and her husband broke the rules and established the first
school for girls in 1848 in Bhide Wada, Narayan Peth, Pune. Eight girls, belonging to different castes, enrolled
as students on the first day. When she started her unique school, Savitribai also overcame another hurdle – of
women not being allowed to step outside the home to work. Of course, the young woman had to contend
with a lot of opposition. She carry additional sari  to  change of sari at school her every day as men pelted her
with stones, mud and even dung as she made her way to the school. But undeterred by all the opposition,
Savitribai opened another school for adults the same year. By 1851, she was running three schools with
around 150 girl students. . With Jyotirao Phule, she had opened 18 schools for girls. She opened Mahila Seva
Mandal in 1852 to raise awareness about women’s rights. The determined couple were sheltered by friend
Usman Sheikh and his sister Fatima Sheikh, who gave the Phule couple space in their premises to start the
school. Savitribai was the first teacher of the school. Jyotirao and Savitribai later opened schools for children
of the Mang and Mahar castes, who were considered untouchables. on 16th 1852,phule family was honored
by the British government for their works in the field of education and savitribai was declared as the best
teacher.

Today, government programmes like the ‘Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan’, the Right to Education Act and the
midday meal scheme that incentivizes education, may seem like modern concepts, but even 170 years back
Savitribai had set a precedent – she gave stipends to prevent children from dropping out of school. She was
the teacher who inspired a young student to ask for a library for the school at an award ceremony instead of
gifts for herself. A poet and writer, Savitribai had motivated another young girl, Mukta, to write an essay that
became the cornerstone of ‘Dalit literature’.

SAVITRIBAI PHULE – SOCIAL REFORMER:
Savitribai and Jyotirao were always there for the community. In 1877, their region was hit by

a severe drought. The couple launched the ‘Victoria Bal ashram’ and aided by friends and funds collected by
going from village to village, they fed over a thousand people every day. Earlier in 1868, during a very dry
spell, they had opened up their wells to the Dalits, who were forbidden to draw water from other wells. On
December 25, 1873, the first marriage between a male widower and her friend’s daughter took place in the
Satya Shodhak Samaj. This institution started the practice of conducting auspicious functions like marriages
without Brahmins. From 1968 she fight against untouchbility issues.She also campaigned against child marriages
and sati pratha,which undermined theexistence of women.

Yeshwant, their adopted son, trained as a doctor and eventually joined his mother in all the good
work she did. Setting an example for others, she conducted his wedding under the ‘Satya shodhak samaj’, or
the truth-seekers society, with no priests, no dowry and at very little expense. She even brought her son’s
fiancée for a home stay before the wedding, so she could get familiar with her soon-to-be home and family.
Moreover, she took on the household chores so the young woman had time to study. As a result of the
struggle of the phule couple,The Hindu Widows’ Remarriage Act 1856, also Act XV, 1856, passed on 16
July 1856, legalised the remarriage of widows in all jurisdictions of India under East India Company rule. The
act was enacted on 26 July 1856.

Savitribai Phule -Feminist : Savitribai also took on the responsibility for the health and well-being of young
widows, another exploited group of people. A poster from 1863 reads something like this: “Women who
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conceive out of wedlock should go to the home of Jyotirao Govindrao Phule for their confinement. Their
names will be kept confidential”. Pained by the plight of young Kashibai, a widow sentenced to ‘Kalapani’
rigorous imprisonment in the Andamans for killing her newborn, the Phules opened up their home as a shelter
for young widows. Raped by family members and then disowned when pregnant, these women often resorted
to suicide or killed their Bab. she looked after all the young widows who came to their house to have their
babies. awareness among the barbers againest widow headhair revome.A strike was carried out by them in
1860, brining through savitribai phule.

Savitribai Phule – Humanist: In 1874 The couple even adopted one child as their own. Phule saved A
Bramhin pregnant widow, who trying to went to suicide attempt, and   took her home, her name is Kaasi
mother of Yashvanth . They promised to her we adopt your baby. Severe drought and plague in 1896 and
1897 disrupted life in Maharashtra. . In these conditions, they collected donations to serve the Dalits and the
poor in drought-stricken areas. She served closely to those infected with the plague. In the 1890s, medical
camps were organized for children affected by the plague. She provided meals to 2000 children a day in the
dire drought conditions. On March 10, 1897, while ministering to a child infected with plague, she contracted
the plague and died.The Peshwas dug the ponds in Pune. But those mala and madigas should not touch that
water. It’s summer time and the sun is burning. Mahatma Phule and Savitribai Phule played in his pond for the
so-called untouchables in those days. No one visiting the Phule home would go empty handed. At the very
least they would be assured of a meal. She would give away her saris too, if she saw anyone in torn saris.
Extremely hands on, she looked after all the young widows who came to their house to have their babies.

Savitribai Phule- a freedom fighter: Savitribai Phule played an important role in fighting for women’s rights
in India during British rule and is described as “one of the first-generation modern Indian feminists”. Savitribai
Jyotirao Phule was a social reformer and a poet.

Savitribai Phule - Writer: Savitribai Phule was also an author and poet. She published Kavya Phule in
1854 and Bavan Kashi Subodh Ratnakar in 1892, and also a poem entitled “Go, Get Education” in
which she encouraged those who are oppressed to free themselves by obtaining an education.Here a few
lines from her poem, ‘go Get education’….”Sit idle no more, get education , End misery of the oppressed and
forsaken, you’ve got a goldenchance to learn, so learn and break the chains of caste”.Her speeches at various
places as president of Satya Shodhak Parishad and letters written to Mahatma Phule.(1892). Savitribai
Phule, who is known as Kranti Bai by all the people, has emerging as a pole star in the history of modern India
for written rational poems saying that as long as people practice superstitions, there will be no change in
people’s lives.

Savitribai Phule - new trend in Funeral Processes: Savitribai broke yet another taboo when she led the
funeral procession of her husband. Even today, the Hindu last rites are considered to be the sacred privilege
of men alone. When Jyotiba passed away in 1890, warring relatives tried to wrest the rights of performing the
last rites away from Yeshwant, faulting his parentage. Savitribai took the ‘titve’, or the funeral mud-pot, herself
and led the procession.

Savitribai Phule-Death: In 1897, when the plague hit Pune, she was at the forefront. She even carried
young Pandurang Babaji Gaikwad, a 10-year-old boy, from Mundhwa to the clinic strapped to her back.
Ironically, he beat the infection but Savitribai caught it and in March 1897, she breathed her last.
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Conclusion: “Every Indian woman who is educated today owes Savitribai a debt of gratitude.Today, the
school Savitribai had set up is part of Pune’s ‘heritage’ walk, a reminder that her legacy needs to be carried
forward for the generations that follow .You owe her. But do you know her? Savitribai Phule, the Mother of
modern education. If you are an Indian woman who reads, you owe her. If you are an educated Indian
woman, you owe her. If you are an Indian schoolgirl reading this chapter in English, you owe her. If you are an
educated international desi woman, you owe her.” – As recognisation of savitribai phule the Indian government
printed savitribai phule stamp in 1998. Savitribai phule’s services for women are celebrating on her birthday,
January 3rd, as “National Women Teachers’ Day”.  Maybe if soaps today had mothers-in-law like her
instead of the scheming kitchen politics they show on TV, we may have reduced dowry deaths and other
social problems.
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The Role of Women as Social Reformer during Freedom Struggle in India
Dr. P. Anuradha, Lecturer in Library Science, Visvodaya Government Degree College, Venkatagiri

Introduction
Indian women of different generations have proven their strength and independence by making amazing

contributions in various walks of life for the society to benefit. Indian women have always been an epitome of
beauty, strength, and intelligence. One of the major contributors to the Indian society has been the active
participation of some very focused and dedicated women.

The women activists have played a significant role in eradicating many social evils to shine as beacons
of hope. Some of them have displayed exemplary devotion in their respective fields. However, protests have
erupted in different parts of the country against rapes and crimes against women, many of which are led by
women. This in many ways reassures that the future, some incredible female social reformers had envisioned
for Indian women, can be attained. Also, it is of vital significance today, that we look back at the journeys of
these female social reformers who struggled throughout their lives to give women the power and resources
they deserve.

1. Savitribai Phule (1831-1897): A Dalit woman and a pioneer of the Indian feminist movement, Savitribai
Phule championed the cause of education for women in India. She was the country’s first female teacher
who went on to establish several schools for women of all castes. Along with her husband Jyoti Rao
Phule, Savitribai campaigned to abolish caste and gender discrimination. She also established “Balhatya
Praatibandhak Griha” which advocated against the social evil of “Female Infanticide”. She worked
with other women to uplift the victims of rape and prevent killings of widows. Today, every educated,
privileged Indian woman should be deeply grateful to Savitribai Phule and her associates. Savitribai
fought equality and Gender discrimination to uphold their rights.

2. Tarabai Shinde (1850-1910): A feminist activist and an associate of Savitribai, Tarabai Shinde’s thoughts
and opinions remain controversial to date because of their progressive and non-conformist nature. She
was an ardent critic of the inherent patriarchy of Hindu scriptures and worked extensively to highlight the
disparities between men and women. While she shared the same views on gender and caste-based
discrimination as Savitribai’s, she also believed that women all around the world are similarly oppressed.
Her first published work was her Marathi book named “Stri Purush Tulana” (Comparison of men and
women) which is frequently cited among the Indian feminist circuit to date as it is deemed as one of the
first modern feminism texts in India.

3. Ramabai Ranade (25 January 1862 – 25 January 1924) : Social reformer Ramabai Ranade is
considered as pioneer of the women’s movement in India. She started ‘Hindu Ladies Social Club’ &
also established Seva Sadan for rehabilitation of distressed women. This pioneering effort allowed
women to become self reliant social reformer Ramabai Ranade is considered as pioneer of the women’s
movement in India. She was an Indian social worker and one of the first women’s rights activists in the
early 20th century. At the age of 11, she was married to Justice Mahadev Govind Ranade, who was a
distinguished Indian scholar and social reformer. In that era of social inequality, women were not allowed
to go to school and become literate. Ramabai, soon after her marriage, started to learn reading and
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writing with strong support and encouragement from Mahadev Govind Ranade. Starting with her native
language Marathi, she strove hard to master English. In 1884, Ramabai with her husband and other
colleagues established country’s one of the first girls’ high school Huzurpaga, in Pune. Inspired by her
husband, Ramabai started ‘Hindu Ladies Social Club’ in Mumbai to develop public speaking among
women. After the death of her husband, Ramabai devoted the rest of her life to the betterment of
women’s lives mainly through the activities ‘Seva Sadan Society’ in Mumbai and Pune.

She was the founder and president of the Poona “Seva Sadan”, which is the most successful of all Indian
women’s institution and is attended by thousands of women. The immense popularity of the institution
was due to the fact that it was under Ramabai’s close personal supervision.

4. Fatima Sheikh (DOB-DOD unknown): When Jyoti Rao Phule and Savitri Phule were forced to
leave their home owing to their activism, they sought shelter at siblings Fatima and Usman’s residence.
Savitribai went on to open her first school for the marginalised communities with Fatima and together
they challenged the orthodoxy of Hindu and Muslim traditions. It is true that the recent events have
shaken our hopes of a better tomorrow but it is not to be forgotten that women like Savitribai emerged
during a time of grave darkness and with some many women coming forward to seek justice, there is no
reason that, that cannot happen again.

5. Annie Besant (1  October 1847 – 20 September 1933) :She was a notable British theosophist and
reformer, and a supporter of Indian Independence. She was interested in Theosophy, a religious movement
formed by Hindu concepts of karma and reincarnation in 1875. Besant was a member of the Theosophical
Society and later the leader; she propagated their beliefs around the globe, particularly in India. Besant
visited India initially in 1893 and afterwards settled there, participating in the nationalist struggle in India.
In 1916, she founded the Indian Home Rule League, and became its president. She was also a leading
member in the Indian National Congress.  A social reformer, labor organizer and strike leader, was also
actively involved in setting up schools and colleges to support educational activities. 

6. Mira Alphonse (1878- ): She universally known as the ‘Mother’ was born in Paris in 1878. She came
to India in 1914 and met Shri Aurobindo. She was the inspirer of Auroville, the international town near
Pandicherry. She played an important role in motivating women like Annie Besant and Nellie Sen Gupta.
The Mother had also contributed to enrich India’s age-old heritage and culture.

7. Sister Nivedita (Margaret Elizabeth Noble) (28 October 1867 – 13 October 1911): She was
an Irish teacher, author, social activist, school founder and disciple of Swami Vivekananda. She spent
her childhood and early youth in Ireland. She was engaged to marry a Welsh youth, but he died soon
after their engagement. Nivedita became a prolific writer and toured India extensively to deliver lectures,
especially on Indian culture and religions. She appealed to the youth of India to work selflessly for the
cause of their country along the ideals of Swami Vivekananda. Before coming to India, Nivedita expressed
a positive view towards continued colonial rule in India, a prevailing sentiment amongst her contemporaries
in Europe. However, during the course of her time in India, Nivedita grew disillusioned with colonial rule
and grew to support the nascent independence movement, concluding that it was necessary for India to
gain independence to prosper.
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The South Indian Women Reformers:
The reform agenda of women gained more momentum in the South as their movements were ably

supported by the reformists and political leaders of South India. Some of the famous reformers are,

1. Sarojini Naidu (13 February 1879 – 2 March 1949): She was an Indian political activist, feminist
and poet. A proponent of civil rights, women’s emancipation, and anti-imperialistic ideas, she was an
important person in India’s struggle for independence from colonial rule. She was also the first Indian
woman to be president of the Indian National Congress and to be appointed as governor of an Indian
state (United Provinces). Naidu’s literary work as a poet earned her the sobriquet the “Nightingale of
India”, or “Bharat Kokila” by Mahatma Gandhi because of colour, imagery and lyrical quality of her
poetry.

Born in a Bengali family in Hyderabad, Chattopadhyay was educated inMadras, London and Cambridge.
Following her time in England, where she worked as a suffragist, she was drawn to Indian National
Congress’ movement for India’s independence from beginning in 1904, Naidu became an increasingly
popular orator, promoting Indian independence and women’s rights, especially women’s education. Her
oratory often framed arguments following the five-part rhetorical structures of   Nyaya reasoning.  She
addressed the Indian National Congress and the Indian Social Conference in Calcutta in 1906. Her
social work for flood relief earned her the Kaisar-i-Hindi Medal in 1911, which she later returned in
protest over the April 1919 Jallianwala Bagh massacre. She met Muthulakshmi Reddy in 1909, and in
1914 she met Mahatma Gandhi, whom she credited with inspiring a new commitment to political
action. She was the second woman President of the Indian National Congress and first Indian woman
to preside over the INC conference. With Reddy, she helped established the Women’s Indian
Association in 1917. Later that year, Naidu accompanied her colleague Annie Besant, who was the
president of Home Rule League and Women’s Indian Association, to advocate universal suffrage in
front of the Joint Select Committee in London, United Kingdom.

2. Moovalur Ramamirtham Ammaiyra (1883–1962): She was a famous poet, reformer and staunch
supporter of the Dravidian movement, which took place in Tami Nadu. Ramamirtham fought for the
abolition of the Devadasi system in the Presidency of Madras. The book named “ Dasigalin Mosa Valai”
was written by Ramamirtham, which spoke about the precarious conditions of the Devadasis.

Her ceaseless efforts to abolish the Devadasi system finally resulted in the passage of the
“Devadasi abolition bill” which abolished the cruel practice in 1947.

The Government of Tamil Nadu honoured the reformer by naming a marriage assistance scheme
for the girls of a poor family as “Moovalur Ramamirtham Ammal Ninaivu Marriage assistance
scheme”.

3. Dr. S. Dharmambal (1890–1959): She was a staunch supporter of the idea of education for women and
fought for the equal rights of women. She embraced the ideas of Periyar and supported the cause of
widow remarriage, Women education and Inter-Caste marriage.



  
ISSN 2457-0796 UGC Care List  Approved Journals

 317

Elavu Vaaram: This movement was started by Dharmambal, who fought for the cause of equal salary
for Tamil teachers.

She also established “Chennai Maanavar Mandram” to educate female and male equally. Dharmambal
was also awarded the title “Veera Tamilannai” for her invaluable contributions. Saminathan Dharmambal (1890–
1959) was an Indian social activist and women’s rights activist. She is remembered for her contributions to
the Tamil language and involvement in the Anti-Hindi agitation of 1937–40. In 1951, she was given the title
of vira Tamil annai (“Heroic Tamil Mother”).
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Women rulers protest during East India Company Rule
Dr. P. Revathi Reddy, Lecturer in History, Visvodaya Government Degree College, Venkatagiri.

INTRODUCTION:
The entire history of the freedom movement is replete with the saga of bravery, sacrifice, selflessness,

bravery of women and political sagacity of hundreds and thousands of women of our country. The history of
Indian freedom struggle would be incomplete without mentioning the contribution of women. The sacrifice
made by the women of India newline will occupy the foremost place. Many of us don’t know that there were
hundreds of women who fought side by side with their male counterparts. They fought with true spirit and
undismayed courage. Before 1857 Women leaders made a significant mark of their valor and will as early as
in the 18 century and set the stage for emphasizing that women were in no way willing to be relegated to the
backdrop of the freedom struggle.

Maharani Velu Nachiyar (3 January 1730 – 25 December 1796): She was a queen of  Sivaganga
estate from c. 1780–1790. She was the first Indian queen to wage war with the East India Company in India.
She is known by Tamils as Veeramangai (“brave woman”). With the support of  Hyder Ali’s army, feudal
lords, the Maruthu Brothers, Dalit commanders, and Thandavarayan Pillai, she fought the East India company.
She bravely fought with the British army decades before the 1857 Revolt. She probably remains the only
queen to have defeated the British army successfully.

Rani Chennamma (14 November 1778 – 21 February 1829): Chennamma the widowed queen
of Raja Malla Sarja frustrated the machinations of British to annex her kingdom Kittore, a tiny principality in
the present Belgaum District of Karnataka. Rani Chennamma, queen of Kitturu was one such warrior who
led a war against British forces in the early part of 19th Century when not many rulers were familiar with the
evil designs of the British. She was the Indian ruler to lead an armed rebellion against the British East India
Company. She rebelled against the British East India Company in 1824 in an attempt to retain Indian rule over
her region.

Bhima Bai Holkar (17 September 1795 – 28 November 1858): She was a daughter of  Yashwant
Rao Holkar, Maharaja of Indore. She was the grand-daughter of Queen Ahilya Bai Holkar and the elder
sister of Malhar Rao Holkar III. In 1817, Bhima Bai Holkar fought bravely against the British colonel Malcolm
and defeated him in guerilla warfare. At the Battle of Mahidpur, she led a brigade of 2,500 cavalry, sword and
lance in hand, against the British at Mahidpur. At a very critical time for our mother land when the British East
India Company was fast expanding its empire in India, when Tipu Sultan had been eliminated (1799).  It is
believed that her act of taking on the East India Company as a soldier inspired Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi
during the Indian Rebellion of 1857.

Uthrittathi Thirunal Gowri Parvathi Bayi (1802–1853 ): Gauri Parvati Bai who was queen of
Travancore carried out reforms and emphasized on the need for education of girls thus in many ways helping
women elevate from social and educational stigma.

Rani of Jhansi, Lakshmi Bai (19 November 1828 — 18 June 1858): She was an Indian queen,
the Maharani consort of the Maratha princely state of Jhansi from 1843 to 1853. No other woman warrior in
the history of India has made such a powerful Role of Women in India’s Struggle for Freedom Siddhartha
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Dash impact on the minds of the Indian people as the Rani of Jhansi, Lakshmi Bai. She was the second wife
of the ruler of Jhansi Raja Gangadhar Rao who protested against the ‘Doctrine of Lapse’. She refused to
surrender Jhansi and fought bravely attired as a male during the Revolt of 1857 and died in the battle field
fighting the British forces. Her courage inspired many Indians to rise against the alien rule.

Sir Hugh Rose has commented, ”Remarkable for her beauty, cleverness and perseverance, she had
been the most dangerous of all the rebel leaders. The best and bravest of all. “She will always be remembered
as a great martyr who lay down her life for the cause of freedom. She is a symbol of courage, heroism and
woman power.

Hazrat Mahal Begum (1820 – 7 April 1879) : Another woman whom we remember in this context
was Hazrat Mahal Begum. She also known as the Begum of Awadh, was the second wife of Nawab of
Awadh Wajid Ali Shah, and the regent of Awadh in 1857–1858. She is known for the leading role she had in
the rebellion against the British East India Company during the Indian Rebellion of 1857. After her husband
had been exiled to Calcutta and the Indian Rebellion broke out, she made her son, Prince Birjis Qadr,
the Wali (ruler) of Awadh, with herself as regent during his minority. However, she was forced to abandon this
role after a short reign.

William Howard Russell writes in his memoir My Indian Mutiny Diary: “This Begam exhibits great
energy and ability. She has excited all Oudh to take up the interests of her son, and the chiefs have sworn to
be faithful to him. The Begum declares undying war against us.” She finally found asylum in Nepal, where she
died in 1879. Her role in the rebellion has given her a heroine status. (Young’s inspired, called her “The
Tigress”).

However, the 1857 Revolt saw many stalwart women participants in the freedom struggle that have
gone down as legends in the history of Indian Independence. Rani Avantibai Lodhi of Ramgarh, Rani Tace
Bai, Rani Jindan Kaur, Jhalkaribai and Uda Devi are other historical women who fought with the British army
during the revolt. Besides their strength and courage at battles with the British armies.
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 TELUGU WOMEN IN FREEDOM STRUGGLE
Dr. N. Murali,   Dept. of Commerce, SVA Government Degree College,  Srikalahasthi

Dr. C.N. Latha,   Dept. of English, Government Degree College,  Karvetinagaram

1. Introduction: The sacrifice made by the women of India will always occupy the foremost place. They
fought with true spirit and undaunted courage and faced various tortures, exploitations and hardships to earn
us freedom. When most of the men freedom fighters were in prison the women came forward and took
charge of the struggle. But, the mythological saying says that as follows:

“ Anaayakaa vinashyanthi – bahunaayakaa nashyanthi
Shishunaayakaa  nashyanthi – Stree naayakaa Vinashyanthi “

Any group with no leader has no prospects. Group with many leaders has no prospects. A group with
an young leader (with no experience)  has also no future. The group with a female leader has quite no
prospects. It means that a woman also not eligible to be a leader for any group.  Earlier it was the feeling of
many people. Now, the days have been changed. There are  many examples and precedents that many
women achieved many things that could not be possible by the men.  According to mythological perception,
we give more importance to Goddess than God in calling as “Lakshmi Venkateshwara, Parvathi Parameshwara
etc.  Woman’s participation in India’s freedom struggle began as early as in 1817 when Bhima Bai Holkar fought
bravely against the British colonel Malcolm and defeated him in guerilla warfare.

As India has celebrated this year AZADI Ka Amrit Mahaotsav commemorating the 75th year
of Independence, the history of the Indian Freedom Struggle would not be completed without mentioning the
contribution of many unsung women Freedom Fighters of India. Many women came to the streets, let
processions and held lectures and demonstrations. And they possessed a lot of courage and intense patriotism.

“Woman  is always fierce, she is fearless & she is brave like a lioness.”

2. Women in freedom movement from Andhra: Duvvuri Subamma , Sangam Laksmi Bai, Durga Bhai
Deshmukh ,Mallu Swarajyam, Arutla Kamala Devi and Yallapragada Seethakumari   took active part in the
freedom struggle from Andhra. Women of Nellore region could maintain a nominal role in the freedom struggle.
Many of them contributed in their own way, some donating their lands, most parting with their jewellery and
few turning radical; unmindful of British police taking action against them. Speeches of Mahatma Gandhi
during his visits to Nellore in 1920s inspired men and women alike in the region. Many women joined the
freedom struggle. They raised funds for Handloom and Harijan funds. They are :

 Ponaka Kanakamma. Born in 1896, Kanakamma was a poetess and first woman president of
Nellore Congress Committee She donated 13 acres of land for Pinakini Satyagraha Gandhi Ashram
at Pallipadu. Kanakamma is remembered by both old and new generations. She contributed to starting
of Sri Kasthuri Devi Vidyalayam, a popular girl’s school of Nellore City.. She took part in Vande
Mataram and Salt Satyagraha movements. She wrote the auto-biography of Sri Rama Yogi, both in
Telugu and English. Kankamma was an accomplished write and her writings appeared in Bharati,
Krishnapatrika, Grihalakshmi, Anasuya, Hindu sundari Jaminryot and in many other journals. She lost



  
ISSN 2457-0796 UGC Care List  Approved Journals

 321

her property due to the tyranny and repression of Venkatagiri Zameendar. She established in 1952 an
industrial training centre for poor, orphan and under-privileged women.During her life, she hosted
many eminent freedom fighters and poets at her residence in Potalpudi and in Nellore. National
leaders like Babu Rajendraprasad, Desabandhu Chittaranjan Dass, artists Udayasanker, Atreya,
Sthanam, Tiruvankur sisters and many others were her guests. She is the recipient of the Gruhlakshmi
Swarnakankanam Sanmanam (award felicitation). On Gandhi Jayanti in 2017, Kanakammas’s bronze
statue was erected on the premises of Pinakini Satyagrahasrmam, Pallipadu by the Ashram Committee.

 Paturu Balasaraswatamma was born in 1900. She was Inspired by the radical stance of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose, she handed over all her gold ornaments to a group of people for purchasing
materials to make bombs. She ran “Simhapuri” newspaper to highlight the news of independence
struggle. She was jailed twice between 1930 and 1932.

 Tikkavarapu  Sudarshanamma is an another prominent Nellore women who participated in the
freedom movement and  she was the wife of famous freedom fighter Tikkavarapu Rami Reddy. She
went house to house collecting foreign clothes and held their bonfires in streets of Nellore.

 Lakshmikanthamma was the daughter of Rami Reddy and Sudarshanamma. A student of
Shanthiniketan, Lakshmikanthamma was sentenced for three months and fined ¹ 500 in 1941 for
individual satyagraha. She was the wife of late Bezawada Gopal Reddy, who went on to become a
Governor of Uttar Pradesh in Independent India.

 Rani sundaramma is also a freedom fighter born in 1891. She hailed from a very rich landlord
community. She married her maternal uncle Subbarama Reddy, a rich landlord from Potlapudi Village,
near Nellore. She was eight years old at the time of her marriage. As her husband was traditional, she
was not allowed to attend school. Though she had no formal schooling, she acquired proficiency in
three languages Sanskrit, Hindi and Telugu  by  her own efforts. In 1907, when Bipin Chandra Pal
and his wife visited Nellore in connection with ‘Vande Mataram Movement’, she hosted the couple.
With the help of her youngest brother-in-law Pattabhiramareddy, who was involved in Library
movement, she established “Sujana Ranjani samajam” and “Vivekananda Granthalayam” in Potlapudi
village, near Nellore  to serve the society. Her friends started libraries in nearby villages Pogadadoruvu
kandrika and Kotturu. She worked for the uplift of Harijan (outcaste) and poor. From 1916 to 1919
for a brief period, she was under the spell of revolutionary politics and later became the ardent
disciple of Mahatma Gandhi. She purchased 13 acres of land in Pallipadu village about 8 miles from
Nellore on the banks of river Penna and handed over the land to her revolutionary friends for concealing
fire arms and for firing practice. When she became the follower of Mahatma, she donated the land to
establish the “Pinakini Satygrahasramam”. Gandhiji inaugurated the “Pinakini Satyagraha Ashram” on
7 April 1921.

 Rajyalakshammamma is a strenuous female leader for freedom struggle participated in non-
cooperation movement and in Salt Satyagraha. She underwent six months rigorous imprisonment in
1930 in Rayavellore prison and in 1932 imprisoned in Rayavellore for 13 months. Rajajee, Durgabai,
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Bejawada Gopala Reddy and many other important freedom fighters were her co prisoners. Under
Gandhiji’s constructive programme, she also founded  a School for girls on Vijayadasami Day in
1923. It was inaugurated by Sri Tanguturi Prakasam Pantulu. Gandhiji laid the foundation stone for
the permanent building of the school on 12 May 1929. In 1944 Rajyalakshammamma exchanged 1-
5 acres of the school site, in Pogatota Nelore for a sprawling 20 acre of land in the outskirts of
Nellore and a school building was built in this site with the donation made by Sri tikkvarapu Ramireddy
in around 1947 or so.

  Duvvuru Subbamma, Durgabhai Deshmukh, Sangam Lakshmi Bai and others are well known. Stalwarts
like Yellapragada Sitkumari, Ammanna Raja and Arutla Kamala Devi have been recognized.

 Yellapragada  Sita Kumari  was born on 9 October 1914 at Bapatla, Guntur District.  She was an
expert in Telugu, Sanskrit, and English. She worked as a Teacher at Key’s Girls High School,
Secunderabad from 1946 to 1956.  She was a pioneer of Nizam Andhra Mahila Sabha.  She founded
the khadi production center for training women in Hyderabad.  Sita Kumari was also a member of the
All India Women’s Movement Association.  She led satyagraha against the ban on Hyderabad State
Congress by the Nizam government.  She also took on an active part in the Quit India Movement.

 Durgabai Deshmukh was an Indian freedom fighter, lawyer, social worker and politician. She was
a member of the Constituent Assembly of India and of the Planning Commission of India. From her
early years, Durgabai had been associated with Indian politics. She was a prominent social reformer
who participated in Gandhi-led Salt Satyagraha activities during the Civil Disobedience Movement.
She was instrumental in organising women satyagrahis in the movement. This led to British Raj authorities
imprisoning her three times between 1930 and 1933. She failed to get elected to Parliament in
1952, and was later nominated to be a member of the Planning Commission. She was also the first to
emphasise the need to set up separate Family Courts after studying the same during her visit to China
in 1953. Durgabai was awarded a Padma Vibhushan.
Many women including Rani Channama of Kittur, and Rani Begam Hazrat Mahal of Avadh fought
against the British East India Company in the 19th century, 30 years before the “First War of
Independence 1857”.

3. Conclusion: Albert Einstein, one of the Nobel laureates said about Mahatma Gandhi as
“Generations to come will scarce that such a one as this walked the earth with flesh and
blood”.  Some people may have a dissent, however,  it is true to believe that each and every freedom
fighter is a person that he or she himself or herself has walked the earth with flesh blood for sacrifice
to the Nation.
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ROLE OF WOMEN IN INDIA’S FREEDOM STRUGGLE
Dr. G. Sreenivasulu, Lecturer in Political Science, Govt Degree College, Kodur (RS).Annamayya Dt. Cell : 9441734840.

Introduction
The history of Indian Freedom Struggle would be incomplete without mentioning the contributions of

women. The sacrifice made by the women of India will occupy the foremost place. They fought with true spirit
and undaunted courage and faced various tortures, exploitations and hardships to earn us freedom.When
most of the men freedom fighters were in prison the women came forward and took charge of the struggle.
The list of great women whose names have gone down in history for their dedication and undying devotion to
the service of India is a long one.

Woman’s participation in India’s freedom struggle began as early as in1817 .Bhima Bai Holkar fought bravely
against the British colonel Malcolm and defeated him in guerilla warfare. Many women including Rani Channama
of Kittur, Rani Begam Hazrat Mahal of Avadh fought against British East India company in the 19th century;
30 years before the “First War of Independence 1857”

The role played by women in the War of Independence (the Great Revolt) of 1857 was creditable
and invited the admiration even leaders of the Revolt. Rani of Ramgarh, Rani Jindan Kaur, Rani Tace Bai,
Baiza Bai, Chauhan Rani, Tapasvini Maharani daringly led their troops into the battlefield.Rani Lakshmi Bai of
Jhansi whose heroism and superb leadership laid an outstanding example of real patriotism .Indian women
who joined the national movement belonged to educated and liberal families, as well as those from the rural
areas and from all walk of life, all castes, religions and communities.Sarojini Naidu, Kasturba Gandhi, Vijayalakmi
Pundit and Annie Bezant in the 20th century are the names which are remembered even today for their
singular contribution both in battlefield and in political field.Let us elucidate the role of Indian women who
participated in the freedom struggle against British East India Company and British Empire and made great
and rich contributions in various ways.

The First War of Independence (1857-58) : The First War of Independence (1857-58) It was the first
general agitation against the rule of the British East India Company. The Doctrine of Lapse, issue of cartridges
greased with cow and pig fat to Indian soldiers at Meerut ‘triggered the fire’. Further, the introduction of
British system of education and a number of social reforms had infuriated a very wide section of the Indian
people, soon became a widespread agitation and posed a grave challenge to the British rule.

As a result of this agitation the East India Company was brought under the direct rule of the British Crown.Even
though the British succeeded in crushing it within a year, it was certainly a popular revolt in which the Indian
rulers, the masses and the militia participated so enthusiastically that it came to be regarded as the First War
of Indian Independence. Rani Lakshmibai was the great heroine of the First war of India Freedom. She
showed the embodiment of patriotism, self-respect and heroism. She was the queen of a small state, but the
empress of a limitless empire of glory.

Jalianwalabagh massacre (1919) : General Dyer’s Jalianwala Bagh massacre followed the strike wave,
when an unarmed crowd of 10,000 Baisakhi celebrators was mercilessly attacked with over 1600 rounds of
ammunition. Yet, Gandhi continued to advocate cooperation with the British in December 1919, even as the
resistance of ordinary Indians continued. The first six months of 1920 saw an even greater level of mass
resistance, with no less than 200 strikes taking place involving 1.5 million workers. It was in response to this
rising mass revolutionary tide that the leadership of the Congress was forced to confront its conservatism and
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give a somewhat more militant face to its program. The “non-violent non-cooperation” movement was thus
launched under the stewardship of leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Lajpat Rai and Motilal Nehru.

Non-cooperation movement launched (1920) : Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi returned to India from
South Africa in 1915 and took up the demand for self-rule and non-cooperation movement. Sarla Devi,
Muthulaxmi Reddy, Susheela Nair, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Sucheta Kripalani and Aruna Asaf Ali are some
the women who participated in the non-violent movement. Kasturba Gandhi, the wife of Mahatma Gandhi,
and the women of the Nehru family, Kamla Nehru, Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit and Swarup Rani, also participated
in the National Movement. Lado Rani Zutshi and her daughters Manmohini, Shyama and Janak led the
movement in Lahore.

Civil Disobedience the Dandi Salt March (1930) : Gandhiji inaugurated the Civil Disobedience
Movement by conducting the historic Dandi Salt March, where he broke the Salt Laws imposed by the
British Government. Followed by an entourage of seventy nine ashram inmates, Gandhi embarked on his
march from his Sabarmati Ashram on a 200 mile trek to the remote village Dandi that is located on the shores
of the Arabian Sea. On 6th April 1930, Gandhi with the accompaniment of seventy nine satyagrahis, violated
the Salt Law by picking up a fistful of salt lying on the sea shore. The Civil Disobedience Movement was an
important milestone in the history of Indian Independence. The aim of this movement was a complete
disobedience of the orders of the British Government. During this movement it was decided that India would
celebrate 26th January as Independence Day all over the country. On 26th January 1930, meetings were held
all over the country and the Congress tri- colour flag was hoisted. The British Government tried to repress the
movement and resorted to brutal firing, killing hundreds of people. Thousands were arrested along with
Gandhiji and Jawaharlal Nehru. But the movement spread to all the four corners of the country.

The Quit India Movement (1942) : In August 1942, the Quit India movement was launched. “I want
freedom immediately, this very night before dawn if it can be had. We shall free India or die in the attempt, we
shall not live to see the perpetuation of our slavery”, declared the Mahatma, as the British resorted to brutal
repression against non-violent satyagrahis. The Quit India resolution, taken against British, directly addressed
women “as disciplined soldiers of Indian freedom”, required to sustain the flame of war.

Usha Mehta, a committed patriot set up a radio transmitter, called The “Voice of Freedom” to disseminate the
“mantra” of freedom-war. News of protest and arrests, deeds of young nationalists, and Gandhi’s famous
“Do or Die” message for the Quit India movement were circulated amongst the masses. Usha Mehta and her
brother persisted with their task of broadcasting until their arrest.

WOMEN LEADERS OF THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT
There is no doubt that women participated in the Indian anti-imperialist struggle in large numbers. If

we were torecall the names of women leaders in our national movement, we will find that the list is a very long
one. Startingwith Sarojini Naidu, Rani Laxmi Bai, Vijayalakshmi Pandit, Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay and
Mridula Sarabhai atthe national level, we may go on to provincial level leaders like Annie Mascarene and A.V.
Kuttimaluamma inKerala, Durgabai Deshmukh in Madras Presidency, Rameshwari Nehru and Bi Amman in
U.P., Satyawati Devi andSubhadra Joshi in Delhi, Hansa Mehta and Usha Mehta in Bombay and several
others. In fact, such is the nature ofour nationalist movement that it is very difficult to distinguish between
regional level and all-India level leaders.Many women began at the local level and went on to become players
in the nationalist centre stage. Besides allthese Indian women, there were also Irish women like Annie Besant
and Margaret Cousins, who brought their ownknowledge of the Irish experience of British exploitation to
bear on India.
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Women freedom fighters of India : Sarojini Naidu Sarojini Naidu, also known as the Nightingale of
India, was a notable poet and writer. She travelled throughout India from 1915 to 1918, giving lectures on
social welfare, women’s empowerment and nationalism. She has also made women of India more aware and
brought them to work and in the fight for the country from the kitchen. She also contributed and established
the foundation, in 1917, of the Women India Association (WIA). She was president and an excellent leader
in the Civil Disobedience Movement and Salt Satyagraha movement and leader at the front.

Annie Besant : Annie Besant was a notable British theosophist and reformer, and a supporter of Indian
Independence. She was interested in Theosophy, a religious movement formed by Hindu concepts of karma
and reincarnation in 1875. Besant was a member of the Theosophical Society and later the leader, she
propagated their beliefs around the globe, particularly in India. Besant visited India initially in 1893 and
afterwards settled there, participating in the nationalist struggle in India. In 1916, she founded the Indian
Home Rule League, and became its president. She was also a leading member in the Indian National Congress.
A social reformer, labor organizer and strike leader, was also actively involved in setting up schools and
colleges to support educational activities.

Madam Cama : Madam Cama or BhikajiCama was an ardent freedom fighter who immensely contributed
to the early years of the Indian battle for freedom and campaigned for women’s role in society. She has drawn
attention to the Indian struggle as a passionate nationalist. Although she was exiled for 35 years, her quest for
liberation did not leave a stone untouched. On August 22, 1907, Madam BhikajiCama became the first to
hoist the Indian flag on foreign land in Stuttgart in Germany. She recalled the horrific effects of a famine which
had smashed the Indian subcontinent in calling for human rights, equality and autonomy from Great Britain.

Kamala Nehru : Kamala Nehru joined the country’s fight for freedom with the Non-Cooperation Movement
in 1921. Once known as a quiet person, she emerged as a strong woman and broke all stereotypes in the
Indian Independence struggle, uniting with her husband in the movement. She started a big protest, together
with other women pioneers, against the shops in Allahabad selling alcohol and foreign fabric. When her
husband Jawaharlal Nehru was imprisoned by British for delivering a speech deemed as ‘seditious’, she went
in his place to deliver it. Although her husband was incarcerated months ago, Kamala Nehru maintained her
fight for freedom and established a dispensary for injured warriors in Nehru’s mansion—Swaraj Bhawan.
Together with other women volunteers, Durgabai and KamaladeviChattopadhyaya, she also organised no-
tax campaigns.

Vijay Lakshmi Pandit : Vijay Lakshmi Pandit, the first woman to become the president of the United
Nations General Assembly  had an illustrious career spanning over decades.She was among the few to
revolutionise women’s role in national construction as a campaigner, minister, ambassador and diplomat which
was then typically regarded as a male pursuit. In the British era, she was one of the first women cabinet
ministers to demand for the Indian constituent assembly to frame a Constitution. When the resolution endorsed
by the congress was tabled by the United Provinces in 1937, she did not coat any words and declared the
1935 Indian Government Act “wholly unsatisfactory.” In the years 1932-1933, 1940, and 1942-1943 in
connection with civil disobedience campaigns, she was arrested and three times imprisoned by British people.

Aruna Asaf Ali : Aruna Asaf Ali played a pivotal role in the Quit India Movement unfurling the flag in Bombay
to signify the start of the movement. She edited ‘Inquilab’ a monthly journal of the Indian National Congress
and was awarded the highest civilian award the Bharat Ratna. During the Salt Satyagraha, Aruna Asaf Ali
participated in a number of nonviolent riots. For this, the colonial authorities quickly arrested her.In 1931, the
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Gandhi-Irwin pact guaranteed that all individuals who were detained during the Salt Satyagraha would be
released. However, it did not include Aruna Asaf Ali. Only a vigorous protest for her release by the other
women freedom activists and Mahatma Gandhi helped her case. She was not involved in politics when she
was released, but became an active member of the underground movement by the end of 1942.

Kalpana Dutta : Kalpana Dutta joined the Republican Indian Army of Surya Sen in 1931 which had been
engaged a year earlier in the Chittagong attack. For the revolutionaries, she used to build bombs and work as
a courier agent. She had the duty of attacking a European club in Chittagong the same year, accompanied by
PritilataWaddedar. However, one week before the raid Kalpana was detained during a reception in the
region. She went underground following her release on bail. In 1933, however, Kalpana was arrested and
imprisoned for life. Mahatma Gandhi visited her in prison in the midst of public protests. Kalpana was released
from prison six years later. Kalpana was dedicated to relief efforts during the Bengal famine and Bengal
division in 1943 upon her release from prison. In 1940 she joined the Indian Communist Party and three years
later married PC Joshi, a leading party leader. At 81 in Kolkata she died. The principles of Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose had a great influence on her.

Kasturba Gandhi : Kasturba Gandhi worked with Mahatma Gandhi all through her life and was the leader
of the Women’s Satyagraha. She always assisted her husband in almost all his movements. A key difficulty for
Kasturba was her worsening health. In Borsad, Gujarat, she nevertheless took part in a Satyagraha (non-
violent resistance) campaign. Over the years, Kasturba Gandhi has become part of the Indian Freedom
movement and has been involved in campaigns and demonstrations of civil disobedience. Women from all
over India were looking for inspiration at Kasturba and regularly asked her to organise marches and
protests.Together with Gandhi and other freedom fighters, in 1942 Kasturba was arrested again for participating
in the Quit India movement. The inspirative champion breathed her last in Aga Khan Palace in Pune where she
had been imprisoned after a life of struggle and protest.

Usha Mehta : Usha Mehta who as a child participated in the ‘Simon Go Back’ movement, realized that her
true calling was her nationalist spirit and broadcasting for the Congress Radio during the Quit India Movement.
Usha Mehta said to her father that education had to wait and left her house to help the movement for freedom.
No knowledge of her whereabouts was available for a fortnight. The British seemed to have been able to
silence the Quit India campaign, as over 100,000 protesters were detained, or hidden, with important leaders.
Now a secret radio station had been revived by Usha. In addition to her partners (the owners of Chicago
Radio, the person supplying equipment and supplying technicians), Vithalbhai Jhaveri, Chandrakant Jhaveri,
Babubhai Thakkar, and Nanka Motwani, Gandhi’s and the other major leaders messages were broadcasted
here. Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia, Achyutrao Patwardhan and PurushottamTrikamdas gave riveting talks, while
National Songs were also heard at the station.

When the British movement was hit and the vernacular newspapers were once again restricted, the
sound waves of this underground radio connected the people, gave them hope and strength and encouraged
them to continue the protests.

The list can go on, as one woman after the other made her individual as well as a collective mark on the
independence movement. Sucheta Kriplani founder of the All India Mahila Congress, Raj Kumari Gupta who
supplied the revolvers in the Kakori operation, Abadi Bano Begum who motivated crowds in Lucknow from
behind her burqa, Lakshmi Sehgal who headed the Rani Jhansi regiment under Subhash Chandra Bose,
Kamaladevi who actively participated in the Non-Corporation Movement, Salt Satyagraha as well as was an
eminent theatre personality and promoted native handicrafts and arts, Kanaklata Barua who was shot while
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leading a procession bearing the Indian National Flag, Parbati Giri who worked dedicatedly for the welfare of
orphans, MatanginiHazra who was shot thrice but continued to march with the National Congress Flag chanting
VandeMataram and many more were women of grit, dedication and honor.

However, as bright stars shone in the freedom struggle, there were also many nameless women who
have in their own way contributed to the movement. The Swadeshi movement perhaps involved the most
women who picketed foreign products. When men were arrested the women stepped up and fulfilled and
finished their unfinished work. The numerous women who laid down their life at the Jallianwala Bagh, the
umpteen women who silently wiped a tear in pride when the men of their family sacrificed their lives- Women
as messengers, as supporters, as wives and mothers and as leaders were an integral part of the independence
movement.

Our nation needs to remember that our freedom struggle would not quite be the same without women.
Alas, it is not just memory and names that history teaches us. It is the path forward, the respect earned and the
sheer belief that women are as much capable of standing up for themselves, of demanding freedom and willing
to pay any price for it.

Conclusion : The story of women’s participation in India freedom struggle is the story of making bold choices,
findingthemselves on streets, inside jail and in legislature. After so many efforts India achieved Independence
on August15, 1947. Thousands of Indian women dedicated their lives for obtaining freedom of their motherland.
The nonviolent movement that gained India her freedom not only took women along but was dependent for its
success onthe active participation of women. Perhaps for the first and the only time in world history, the
power of a mightyglobal empire on which the sun never set had been challenged and overcome by the moral
might of a people armedonly with peace, ideas and courage.
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Role of Women in Indian Freedom Struggle- A Review
Dr. A. Indira Priyadarsini , Department of Botany, SKR Govt. Degree College, Nagari,

INTRODUCTION:
Whenever the history of India’s freedom struggle is written, the sacrifices made by Indian Women will

surely find the most prominent place in it. It was disgraceful to call women a weaker section, it was an injustice
committed to them by men. If they meant moral courage, women had it many times more than men. If she had
not had more inner strength, self sacrifice and tolerance than men and mankind would not have survived. If
man was governed by nonviolence, the future belongs to women.1

Women Reforms
The major social reform legislation after widow remarriage was the Age of Consent Act of 1891.

Malabari‘s wide-ranging proposals directed against child-marriage provoked massive opposition, particularly
in Bengal and Maharashtra. Frankly conservative and obscurantist sentiments mingled here with the nationalist
argument, put forward most notably by Tilak that foreign ruler had no right to interfere with religious and social
customsFinally, a relatively minor reform raised the age from 10 to 12, which was all that the government
eventually accepted. The Sharda Act of 1929 which proposed to fix the minimum age of marriage for females
at 14 and males at 18 was passed with overwhelming nationalist support. Apart from that, in the central
and provincial legislatures a whole range of bills were passed in the 1930-5 to define womens right to property,
inheritance and divorce, to restrain dowry and control prostitution.  If we take the Sharda Act as a test case,
we find that soon both the government and the nationalists found the law impossible to implement; before long
the Sharda Act was dead for all practical purposes.

Women in the Freedom Struggle
Under Gandhijis influence, the participation of women in the freedom struggle became visible. The

struggle was on an unprecedented, massive scale. Gandhi turned traditional symbols and ideals into sources
of inspiration and energy for women, who came out of their homes to organise meetings and processions, to
sell Khadi, to spread the message of swadeshi, to give away their jewellery and to picket near the shops
selling liquor and foreign cloth. Many women emerged as leaders, including Hansa Mehta, Mithuben Petit,
Avantikabai Gokhale and Premabai Kantak , Swarup Rani Nehru, Rarvati Devi, Lado Rani Zutshi, Ambujammal,
Rukmani Kakshmipathy, Durgabai (from Southern India), Basanti Devi. Urmila Devi, Sarala Devi and Malati
Choudhary (from Eastern India). Women were active in the princely states too. Gandhijis Dandi march on 12
March 1930 opened a new chapter in India’s history, but his decision not to take women along disappointed
women. Many women and the Women’s Indian Association protested against the exclusion on the ground
that in a non-violent struggle, any discrimination on the ground of sex was unnatural and would work against
the awakened consciousness of women. Ultimately, Gandhi had to permit women to participate fully in the salt
satyagraha. He named Sarojini Naidu as his second successor, after Abbas Tyabji, and she carried out her
mission with rare distinction. Amna Asaf Ali unfurled the ûag, went underground and earned the admiration of
the people. Usha Mehta, with her three colleagues, made history by operating the underground radio.

Bhikaji Cama, who worked with Shyamji Krishna varma and Savarkar’s Abhinava Bharat Society,
maintained closed links with Indian revolutionaries from outside India; she represented India at the International
Socialist Congress at Stuttgart in 1907, unfurling the Indian flag and carried on the movement for Swaraj. A
women’s regiment, Rani of Jhansi Regiment, was formed under Laxmi Sahgal. Hansa Mehta said in the
Constituent Assembly on 19 December l946 that in spite of the low status of Indian women,
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Women Organization
From the first two decades of the 20th century, the articulation of women’s issues was based on

liberal principles of equality. In this context, three major women organizations, the Women’s Indian Association
(WIA), the National Council for Women in India (NCWI), and the All India Women’s Conference (AIWC)
played a major role in articulating women’s issues. The WIA (1917) represented women of all races, cultures
and religions. Their primary focus was education, and the branches were encouraged to set up adult classes
for literacy, sewing and ûrst aid. Stri Dharma, was its monthly English journal. The NCWI (1925), a national
branch of the International Council of women, was limited to collection of information on women, preparing
memoranda and presenting them to the proper authorities. It advocated legislation to improve women’s status
and so was interested in petition politics. The Council kept its distance from the stnrggle for independence,
and made efforts to maintain connections with the British. The women in this organisation included Herabai
Tata, dowager Begum Saheb of Bhopal and Tarabai Premehand. All India Women”s Conference (1927),
declared that women‘s education was foremost on its agenda. Nurtured by women like Margaret Cousins
and Maharani Chimnibai of Gaekwad it enlarged its scope to cover issues pertaining to the progress of
women and children, social reforms and a united India.

British Government s Intervention in Women’s Issues
The government intervened reluctantly if at all and often preferred compromise formulae as it believed

that the majority of Indian women were not yet ready to use their rights properly. For example: the Montagu-
Chelmsford Reform in 1919 left undecided the question of womens franchise which was to be determined
later by the provincial legislatures. The nationalists, on the other hand seemed more sympathetic to the women’s
question since the 1920s, as they needed their participation in the nation-building project. Women, too, gave
more importance to this ‘process of universalisation’ by placing nationalism before women‘s issues. As a
reward, all the provincial legislatures between 1921 and 1930 granted voting right to women, subject of
course to usual property and educational qualifications. The Government of India Act of 1935 increased the
ratio of female voters to 1:5 and gave women reserved seats in legislatures.
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KANUPARTI VARALAKSHMI : A PIONEER OF  FREEDOM MOVEMENT
Dr. C. Rajyalakshmi, Lecturer in English, Government Degree College, Kuppam,Chittoor Dist     Mobile No: 9963719429

Varalakshmma was a social activist, conscious writer, a Gandhian follower,was bron on October 06
th 1886. Into a big family seven of 7 siblings and married to Hanumanth Rao educated and sophisticated
gentleman. It was tough time for the state of Andhra pradesh as it was burning with nationalist sprit, patriotism
and impact of socialist movement was high. At this juncture patriots from telugu land threw a lot of light on
freedom struggle. It became a common goal before the nation. Varalakshmma with veeresalingam worked
towards the betterment of living conditions of the women community. They travelled widely to promote ideas
of national sprit. Her family of brothers and father helped her to educated herself and slowly and steadily she
stood up as the pioneer of Indian freedom struggle. She used her thoughts and feeling for the upliftment of the
women community. her  writing were has source of inspiration  for not only contemporary generation but
future also.

Her greatness lies not only in her own growth but developing women community in and around her
.she used  her editorial columns to discuss issues such as education for women, traditions, customs, values
and many more.  The present paper tries to analyse at length her contribution to freedom struggle, impact of
her works on the masses and ways and means she contributed towards freedom struggle.

Keywords: contribution, tradition community, patriot, jncture, socialist.

FREEDOM MOVEMENT AND STATUS OF  ANDHRA PRADESH:
The role of Andhra’s in the freedom struggle is next  that of none and they had always been in the

forefront along with the rest of the country ment. The muting of 1947 did not effect the south due to lack of
press and media publicity .A struggle that was non violent piled the moral strength of a subjugated nation
against the might of national power to emerge victorious as a free land. Not only national movement but
regional agitations also helped a lot in Indian struggle for independence. The crave for freedom and bringing
the masses on one single platform has given us the freedom. The nation’s determination through its people
paved way towards the common goal. Prominent freedom movements that emerged in the south were:

1. No tax campign cherala and perala in 1919.
2. Rampa revolt in Godavari dist led by Alluri sitaramaraju
3. ”Simon Go Back S” campign in 1927 in ongole  and vijawada
4. Civil Disobedience Movement and salt satyagraha in Dendhulur  dist of west Godavari in 1930.
5. The left movement of Tenali in 1938.
6. Quit india movement in Tenali, Bhimavaram ,Gunturu,
7. Join India movement in Hyderbad .
8. Several men and women sacrificed their lives for the sake of Nation.

The region of Rayalaseema was a bed of terror to the British.The poligras refused to accept the
British rule. They refused to pay cess to the East India Company. A freedom fighter Narasima Reddy, poligar
refused to pay tax and marched to cumbam as a part of revolt but he was caught and hanged bybthe British.

Non Tax Campaign  of cherala and perala, two tiny distrits of Andhra Pradesh known for  production
of Handlooms became a household  name due to the revolt. with a population of 15000 thousand, the two
district were elevated to municipalities with an intention of collecting  more tax.Under the leadership of Duggirala
Gopalkrishna and suggestion of Mahatma Gandhi people were evacuated from the village and asked to settle
elsewhere so that they need not pay tax. The Non Co-operation movement attained great strength with
outstanding leaders like Konda Venktapayya, A Kalaeswara Rao, T.Prakasham, and  Pattabhi
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sitaaramaih.People of Palanadu Guntur also revolted as they were not allowed to graze their cattle at adjacent
areas.

The people of Pedhanandhi Padu of Bapatla Taluk Guntur dist were also stubborn not to pay tax.The
Rampa revolt started by Alluri Seetha Rama Raju who started a was against the British. The started  the was
in the agency areas of Visakhapatnam district. He was motivated by the revolutions of Bengal and the meeting
of Chittagong in 1921. He killed a no of army officers at the post of Krishnadevpeta, Chintapalli, Rajavommangi,
killing the scott also. Rutherford the man appointed by government to arrest seetharamaraju and ulitamately
arrested and hanged on 7th may 1924. This led to the end of Rampa Rebellion .

    “ Simon Go Back” was a campaign which  started in the southern states ,people of Vijayawada municipality
asking them to go back. The civil disobedience movement has also its seeds in the state of Andhra Pradesh
with the veterans like Kasinandhuni Nageswara Rao,Tanguturi Prakasham, Gade Rangaih Naidu,V L  Shastri
and Durga Bai Deshmukh. A small village Dendulur, was prominent, 150 patriots set the station ablaze as a
part of agitation.

   The student community also actively participated  in the freedom movement. They were inspired by the
speeches of Nehru ,Gandhi, Bipin Chandran pal, and several others. The students of Osmania University
were prohibited from singing National Anthem in the year 1938.they were  forced to vacate the hostel and all
the students went on a strike and were expelled from the hostel.

 The Quit India movement had a great impact on the regions of Coastal Andhra ,west and East Godavari. The
farmers entered into the freedom struggle here. On August 17th 1938 police had to open fire at Bhimavaram.

 Join India Movement took palce the Telegana Region during 1937 to 1945. People of Hyderbad were
willing to join the state but the then Nizam was trying his best to keep the state independent. With the efforts
Swamy Ramanand Tirtha, Burgula Ramakrishna Rao and others they sat in satyagra and declared Nizam as
part of India on August 7 1947.

 WOMEN AND FREEDOM MOVEMENT:
        The unique feature of the freedom struggle is more and more wome participated in the freedom struggle.
Though their was suffering, struggle, tears  and turmoil all over the women braved thereway to the struggle.
Lathi charge, and jail treatment  became common for women physically  and mentally women were prepared
for the challenge. They  gave birth in the prison. They started spinning wheel for self employment. women
voluntarily donated their jewellery and valuables for the struggle. Women were no longer homemakers slowly
they came out of their nutshells. Zeal for higher learning led to the emancipation of women from the established
taboos.like child marriages, sati, paradah system,widow system and female infanticide.

Reformers like Annie Besant, Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Kandukuri Veerasalingam, Venkata Ratnam
Naidu played a important role towards reformation  various organizations spruced up to eradicated the social
evils of the society. The western culture of the British was discourage by almost all the leaders. The Brahma
Samaj was an iconic move.

ROLE OF KANUPARTI VARALAKSHMI IN THE FREEDOM STRUGGLE:
She was an active participant in Gandhian movement, born to parents with seven siblings in the year

1886 dedicated her life to Indian independence movement. The period of independence was then at a crucial
juncture. She involved herself into political and social movements and worked towards up lifiting the living
conditions of her fellow him. She travelled widely to promote her idea and read a lot to preach her parents
towards education.
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V She started a column, sarada lekhalu, through her innate writing skills.
V Wrote her first story to awaken the masses in 1919.
V A translated version from English to telugu. A constant writer to Andhra Patrikha weekly through Pseudonym

Leelavathi she discussed issues related to women uplifement.
V Her works in the Magazine, helped towards women uplifment
V Her stories of motivation were broadcast on All India Rao.
V Penshannu Pucchukuna Natti Ratri,massamula iruvadi dinammulu.
V Here work Kutterlakshmi depicts the ruination of cottage industries
V Her first novel :Vasumati” is a tale os a heart broken women as narrated to the writer. The story is woven

with several contemporary issues to that relevant to that time.
V Through her command on diction & imagery she tries to bring in as sense of motivation
V Her works are an excellent reading for a social Historian.
V Her book ‘Viswamithra Maharishi’ a prose kavya discusses the caste related issues and social hierarchy.
V In each of her story the society is a dominant theme. She tries to change the people around her. Make

them to think and reinvent themselves. In accordance with the needs of the present society then.
V Her writings reflect her progressive views. She passed away on August 13th 1978 her thoughts and views

are alive through her writings.

CONCLUSION:
The freedom movement in Andhra pradesh was astory of patriotic ferver and the saga echos itself

through immemorial times. The men and women from all walks of life laid down their lives for the freedom
struggle.
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THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN TELUGU LITERATURE DURING THE FREEDOM MOVEMENT
Dr. V. Siva Prasanna Kumar, Associate Professor in English, Govt. Degree College for Women,  Rayachoty.

Abstract:
The history of Indian freedom struggle would be incomplete without mentioning the contribution of

women. The sacrifice made by the women of India newline will occupy the foremost place. The history of
freedom struggle is replete with the saga of sacrifice, selflessness, bravery of women. Many of us don’t know
that there were hundreds of women who fought side by side with their male counterparts. They fought with
true spirit and undismayed courage. The Indian women broke away from various restrictions and got out of
their traditional home-oriented roles and responsibilities. So, the participation of women in the freedom struggle
and National awakening is simply incredible and praiseworthy. However, it is not easy for women to fight as
warrior’s in the male dominating society. Even though females tried to change the perception of such orthodox
people who thought women are meant to do only household chores. Moreover, females not only sacrifice
their lives but also combat such issues. Rani Laxmi Bhai was one of such women who fought against British
role by mitigating all odds, hence this paper entitles to highlight the legacy that women showed in the history by
showing their fierce nature.

Keywords: Indian, Women, Freedom movement, Role, Society

List of women who have fought for the freedom women movement
1. Rani Lakshmi bai of Jhansi 2. Sarojini naidu 3. Madam bhikaji 4. Begum hazrat mahal 5. Dr.Annie Besant
6. Aruna Asaf ali 7. Usha mehata 8. Kasturba Gandhi 9. Kamala Nehru 10. Vijaya Lakshmi pandit

The entire history of the freedom movement is replete with the saga of bravery, sacrifice and political
sagacity of hundreds and thousands of women of our country. Their participation in the struggle began as early
as 1817 when Bhima Bai Holkar fought against the British Colonel Malcolm and defeated him in guerilla
warfare. At a very critical time for our mother land when the British East India Company was fast expanding
its empire in India, when Tipu Sultan had been eliminated (1799), the proud Marathas had been humbled
(1815), Chennamma. She fought against the mighty British army and scored initial success.

No other woman warrior in the history of India has made such a powerful impact on the minds of the
Indian people as the Rani of Jhansi, Lakshmi Bai. She was the second wife of the ruler of Jhansi Raja
Gangadhar Rao who protested against the ‘Doctrine of Lapse’. She refused to surrender Jhansi and fought
bravely attired as a male during the Revolt of 1857 and died in the battle field fighting the British forces. Her
courage inspired many Indians to rise against the alien rule.

Another woman whom we remember in this context was Hazrat Mahal Begum. She was the wife of
the deposed ruler of Lucknow who actively took part in the revolt of 1857 against the Doctrine of Lapse
under which Dalhousie wanted her to surrender Lucknow. She gave stiff resistance. But after the fall of
Lucknow she escaped to Kathmandu.

Kasturba, the wife of Mahatma Gandhi, was one of the foremost supporters of the Gandhi’s
programmes. One of the first women to be imprisoned in Transvaal, she took part in the Quit India Movement
(1942) and was arrested. She died while imprisoned in Poona.

Many women of Nehru family joined the freedom movement. The mother of Jawaharlal Nehru,
Swarup Rani Nehru cheerfully gave her husband and children to the country’s cause and she herself, old and
frail, entered the fray at its thickest. Kamala Nehru, married to Jawaharlal Nehru in 1916, participated in



 334

  
ISSN 2457-0796 UGC Care List  Approved Journals

various movements, led the Civil Disobedience Movement. She played a prominent part in organizing the No
Tax Campaign in the United Provinces (Now Uttar Pradesh).

Jawaharlal Nehru’s sister Vijaya Laxmi Pandit entered the Non- Cooperation Movement. She was
imprisoned thrice in connection with the Civil Disobedience Movement in 1932, 1941 and 1942. In 1937 she
was elected to the provincial legislature of the United Provinces and was designated minister of local self
government and public health. She played an important role as India’s representative in San Francisco during
the first meeting of the UN where she challenged the might of the British. She was the first woman to become
the President of the United Nations General Assembly. When she was just 13 years old, Indira Gandhi
organized a ‘Monkey Army’(Vanar Sena) comprising of young teenagers which proved her intention to fight
for the independence of her country. She joined Congress in 1938 and was imprisoned for 13 months in 1942
by the British. She was India’s first and only female prime minister. Four generations of dedication to public
causes by the Nehru family stands out as unique in the annals of history.

Sarojini Naidu holds pride of place among women freedom fighters of India. She was responsible for
awakening the women of India. She was first woman President of the Indian National Congress in 1925 at the
Kanpur Session. In 1928, she came to the USA with the message of the non- violence movement from
Gandhiji. When in 1930, Gandhi was arrested for a protest, Sarojini took the helms of his movement. In
1931, she participated in the Round Table Summit, along with Gandhiji and Pundit Malavyaji. She was also
the acting President of the Congress in 1932. In 1942, she was arrested during the ‘Quit India’ protest and
stayed in jail for 21 months. She was a gifted poet of the English language and was popularly known as the
Nightingale of India. After independence, she became the first ever woman Governor of an Indian State
(Uttar Pradesh).

Aruna Asaf Ali played a leading role during the Quit Indian Movement. Her moment of reckoning
came in 1942 during the Quit India Movement and she rose to occasion. She unfurled the National Flag at the
Gowalia Tank maidan in Bombay to signify the commencement of the Quit India Movement and became a
legend for thousands of youth that rose to emulate her. She became a full time activist in the Quit India

Movement and went underground to evade arrest. She edited ‘Inquilab’ a monthly journal of the
Indian National Congress. She was awarded India’s highest civilian award, the Bharat Ratna.

Madam Bhikaji Cama was influenced by Dadabhai Naoroji and was a source of inspiration for Indian
youth in the UK. She unfurled the first National Flag at the International Socialist Conference in Stuttgart
(Germany) in 1907, organized Free India Society and began the journal ‘Bande Mataram’ to spread her
revolutionary thought. She travelled a lot and spoke to people about Indians Struggling for Independence.
She could aptly be called “Mother India’s first cultural representative of USA”.

Kalpana Dutta was another prominent woman revolutionary leader who was influenced by the
revolutionary idea of Surya Sen. She joined the Chittagong armoury raids. Later she joined the Communist
Party of India.

Rani Gaidineliu was a prominent Naga nationalist woman leader from Manipur who took over the
movement of Naga nationalists against the British. Her movement was active during the Civil Disobedience
Movement to oust the foreigners from Manipur. For her remarkable patriotism, she received praise from the
nationalist leaders. She was arrested in 1932 and released after Indian Independence. “Rani of the Nagas”
the popular title was bestowed upon her by Jawaharlal Nehru for her influence and work for the Nagas.
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Sarojini Naidu’s daughter Padmaja Naidu devoted herself to the cause of the nation like her mother.
At the age of 21, she entered the national scene and became the joint founder of the Indian National Congress
of Hyderabad. She spread the message of Khadi and inspired people to boycott foreign goods. She was
jailed for taking part in the “Quit India” movement in 1942. After Independence, Padmaja became the Governor
of West Bengal. During her public life spanning over halfa century, she was associated with the Red Cross.
Her service to the nation and especially her humanitarian approach to solve problems, will long be remembered.

Sucheta Kriplani was an ardent nationalist with socialistic orientation. She was a close associate of Jai
Prakash Narayany who actively participated in Quit India Movement. This St Stephen’s educated politician
sang Vande Mataram in the independence session of the Constituent Assembly onAugust 15, 1947. She was
a member of Constituent Assembly in 1946. She was general secretary of Indian National Congress from
1958 to 1960, and Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh from 1963 to 1967.

Raj Kumari Amrit Kaur was a close follower of Gandhiji from 1919 onwards. A Congress member,
she actively participated in the 1930 Salt Satyagraha and the Quit India Movement. She became the first
Health Minister in Post- Independent India. She was the founder – President of Indian Council of Child
Welfare and the founder-member ofAll India Women’s Conference.

Smt Kamaladevi Chattopadhya was elected President of the Youth Congress in December 1929 and
appealed to the National Congress leaders to declare Poorna Swaraj as their goal. On January 26, 1930,
Kamaladevi captured the imagination of the entire nation when in a scuffle, she clung to the Tricolor in order
to protect it. Blows rained on her as she stood like a rock to protect the flag, bleeding profusely. She galvanized
the All India Women’s Conference into a dynamic movement.

Beside the hundreds and thousands of Indian women redemption of the world. A famous disciple of
Swami Vivekananda, Sister Nivedita was an Irish lady named Miss Margaret Nobel who arrived in India in
January, 1898 in search of truth. She propagated for the cause of India throughout America and Europe. She
attended the Benares Congress Session in 1905 and supported the Swadeshi Movement.

Annie Besant, Irish by birth was a staunch supporter of India’s struggle for freedom. She founded the
Home Rule League in Madras in 1916. She also founded the Theosophical Society of India. She was the
President ( First Woman President) of Indian National Congress for one term at Calcutta in 1917. She also
edited ‘New India’ and ‘Commonwealth’. She had done ample work to formulate favorable opinion about
the Indian question in outside world. Even today, India remembers with gratefulness Annie Besant’s
immeasurable work for the freedom struggle, educational advancement and social reforms.

Mira Alphonse, universally known as the ‘Mother’ was born in Paris in 1878. She came to India in
1914 and met Shri Aurobindo. She was the inspirer of Auroville, the international town had also contributed
to enrich India’s age-old heritage and culture.

Meera Behn and Sarla Behn Mahatma Gandhi’s two English daughters helped for the cause of freedom.
Born as Madeliene Slade in England, she was named Mira Behn by Mahatma Gandhi. She was a close
disciple and associate of Gandhiji. She accompanied Gandhiji to Round Table Conference. She did pioneering
work for social reforms in rural                 areas.

Born as Katherine Mary Heilaman, she was named Sarla Behn by Mahatma Gandhi. She was a great
social worker. She set up an Ashram at Kausali in the Kumaon Hills of Uttarakhand. She went from village to
village helping the families of political prisoners. She authored a book entitled ‘Reviving Our Dying Planet’.
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On the auspicious occasion of the Independence Day of our country it will be most befitting on our
part to pay our respectable homage to all those brave daughters of Mother India and to those noble and
courageous foreign women who fought and contributed enormously to the success of our freedom struggle
and all other nation building activities. who dedicated their lives for near Pondicherry. She played India’s
freedom, there were many foreign women who saw in India a hope for the an important role in motivating
women like Annie Besant and Nellie Sen Gupta.

CONCLUSION
The story of women’s participation in India freedom struggle is the story of making bold choices,

finding themselves on streets, inside jail and in legislature. After so many efforts India achieved Independence
on August 15, 1947. Thousands of Indian women dedicated their lives for obtaining freedom of their motherland.
The non- violent movement that gained India her freedom not only took women along but was dependent for
its success on the active participation of women. Perhaps for the first and the only time in world history, the
power of a mighty global empire on which the sun never set had been challenged and overcome by the moral
might of a people armed only with peace, ideas and courage.

In the end we can say that in the last fifty-year, women movement has matured and has progressively
deepened its relationship with other movement like trader unions, environmental movements and other
progressive movements which fight against all forms of oppression, injustice and degradation.






